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Welcome to the New Year 2015! 
 
  As we embrace 2015 and all the exciting development poised to begin, in our hometown, I want 
to say that Vanduser is definitely on the move. I'm sure you've noticed all the updates around 
town that were made in 2014. These enhancements are just the beginning, for you will soon see 
the development in Vanduser begin. 
  
  We are an extremely open and transparent council, so in an effort to ensure everyone in 
Vanduser understands what is coming our way, and why the City Council makes the decisions 
we do, I would like to provide some information about the improvements and plans that are 
about to take place.  
 
  As many of you know we have tried for several years to get a grant to repair the roads in town, 
which are in dissarray. January 13th we received official notice from the CDBG (Community 
Development Block Grant Program) that we did receive funding to repave our streets in the 
amount of $294,850.00. Kudos to all for an outstanding job in working so hard to get this.  
 
  Recreational opportunities will continue to grow as we are going to place two soccer goals in 
the outfield of Graviett Memorial Ball Field this spring. The memorial sign for Graviett Field a 6' 
by 4' sign which I believe everyone in town will love will be placed in front of the newly 
remodeled concession stand and to dress it up landscaping will be done this spring as well. 
   
  Kevin Burchard, Vice-Mayor of Vanduser worked very hard last year in the parks and 
recreational department. Since Kevin took office many new additions to the parks have been 
done. I want to thank you Kevin for your time and dedication to our town and look forward in 
working with you in 2015. 
 
  January we start to implement our plans for the year. It all starts with the local budget which 
Diane and Liz have been working on for months. Financially we enter the year strong and we 
intend to get stronger. 
 
  Some changes will take place in the water billing department. January’s council meeting a  
unanimous vote was made to increase water rates which will take affect on February’s water bill. 
The board has called for a Special Meeting to discuss this increase with you our neighbors which 
will take place February 10th starting at 6:30 p.m. All citizens of Vanduser are encouraged to 
attend.   
 
   If your following us on Facebook which if you aren’t you should be you have seen some 
photos of vandalism in our city park. As I stated in this letter Kevin has worked very hard to 
bring life back into our parks. In the past week signs have been placed at the city park and 
Graviett Memorial Ball Field warning all that the parks are monitored by closed circuit 
survellence camera’s which are now in place. Please take heed to those warnings.  



The park now closes at 10 p.m. and re-opens at 7 a.m. 
 
  There is talk amongst the board on something brand spanking new for our town, but we are not 
quite ready to let the cat out of the bag so I will let you ponder on that for a few months while we 
get a few more things together.  
 
 Lastly I am extremely passionate about our quality of life here in Vanduser. Your City Council 
and City staff have made a commitment to OUR community to ensure that Vanduser continues 
to move forward. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michael W. Hargrove-Mayor  


