
Vanduser, Missouri       Mayor’s Monthly Message

December 2014
  
  
  In this final 2014 Mayor’s monthly message, and before showcasing the active
accomplishments for the year, I want to look back for a moment to how the
year started—with an adventure that promised to open City Hall to include
more Vanduser voices and rebalance the connection between the council of Vanduser and
the citizens of Vanduser
  Often, I would explain that 2014 is like a year of 52 card pick-up—where we ask the 
citizens of Vanduser for their ideas, share current City policies, trends and requirements, 
and work to create a common understanding and search for rational solutions about the 
issues facing Vanduser. Reinventing the civic square with today’s social network tools has
expanded the community conversation. Many past and present citizens of Vanduser have 
joined us on Facebook generating conversation with the council about preserving the 
qualities of Vanduser that make us unique. 
  The goal this year has been to go beyond City Hall with strategies to engage the 
community, solve problems, and protect the small-town character and charm that 
Vanduser holds. A well-run city needs a good partnership with the community but also 
with neighboring cities, regional agencies and state representatives, so that solutions can 
be identified and championed effectively.
   I am pleased to share with you some of the accomplishments throughout 2014 which 
include upgrades to City Hall, Graviett Field Concessions and Bleachers, City Park, 
Painting of City signs and fire hydrants. Keep in mind, these are just a few of the many 
accomplishments our City achieved this year.
  November the council decided to do something new and called it Operation Christmas 
Dream 2014. This was a huge success and I want to thank everyone who took the time to 
donate a gift and or a food item. I also want to personally thank the members of the Scott 
County Rural Fire Protection District that took the time on Christmas Eve to see that the 
families in need got a well deserved Christmas. It's times like these that truly touch the 
heart and I can say without a doubt that my heart was touched. Vanduser is where I have 
called home for 29 years and I say that with pride and a smile on my face. 
  The coming year I want to continue to move forward with upgrades, new adventures and
see that our City is prosperous in 2015.    
  From my heart to yours I want to wish each of you a Happy New Year. 
    

Sincerely, 

Michael W. Hargrove, Mayor 


