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I know I am a tad bit early in writing this months Mayors Monthly Message, but the end of the 

month will be quite busy for me so here I am.

I have sincerely enjoyed serving as your Mayor this past year. My first year as a Councilmen 

was 2007, elected Mayor in 2013 and now it's 2015, and I have seen our City grow and blossom.

We have had some significant accomplishments this past year that I'd like to personally share 

with you.

In January some minor repairs were made to City Hall. The City purchased a laptop for City 

use. Vandalism at the parks were a problem so we installed closed circuit cameras which I must add 

caught several people in the act and those involved were dealt with accordingly. January 13, 2015 we 

received official notice that the street grant was awarded to Vanduser. If my memory serves me 

correctly it only took 5 try's which equals out to 5 years. Also in January it was passed by a unanimous 

vote to change the late fees of the water bills and change the date the late fee is added. This took effect 

on February 2015's bill. 

February was a month of meetings. Meetings discussing the Street Grant, Money etc. In the 

regular February Council meeting the council voted unanimously to increase the water rates. This was 

simply due to the rise in cost of treating the water. As you know most things have increased. Don't 

believe me in the 1960's a bottle of Pepsi cost 25¢ . 

As I look back to March of 2015 it was a  month of tears. Loosing three great roots to our town 

really hit home. Seemed like everyone was meeting at the local Funeral Home instead of meeting at the

Cafe in the mornings for breakfast. As we said our goodbyes and cried those tears business resumed. 

We hired Smith & Co as the engineering firm to oversee the road construction. The weather in March 

was somewhat strange. I remember many residents doing yard work. The soccer goals which were 

donated to the town were installed at Graviett's Memorial Ball Field the nets was to be ordered later. 

The Water Treatment Plant had some minute repairs done and to conclude the month we hired the new 

mowing crew which would start in April tending to the city owned properties. 

April is always election month for our board and hiring of city employees. Some go, some stay. 

I believe physically you may not sit on the board, but after serving and seeing so many good things 

happen, things you can be proud of, your heart never really leaves City Hall. The grass was greening, 

the trees started blooming that means one thing. Yard Work! Many residents spent the nice days 

working in their yards. The City staff started prep work on the parks and the nets of the Soccer Goals 

were installed. Surveying for the streets also started. At this point we are up to our necks in paperwork 

for the street paving grant. Jo Glueck was awarded the first yard of the month for 2015.
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The month of May things were pretty quiet with city affairs, but mother nature had other plans. 

Storms came through the area causing widespread tree damage. The citizens came together to help each

other. The Council decided to open the lot behind the Fire Station to anyone needing to get rid of  

limbs. After all was said and done the pile was HUGE. Kudos to all who helped in the clean up efforts. 

The new LED lighting on the concession stand at Gravietts Memorial Ball Field were installed. The 

landscaping around the sign at the field was completed as well. May was a get outside and do 

constructive work type of month. The City hired a seasonal worker to paint around town. It took a little 

longer than expected, but again mother nature wasn't on our side at all. 

June was somewhat busy for us. We had several new ordinances to pass and contracts to sign 

into effect. June was the month the council decided to go from the post card type bill to the paper bill in

the envelope. We have noticed the “I haven't gotten my water bill” problem has decreased dramatically.

July started off with a bang. The first annual 4th of July Celebration which was held July 3rd was 

a hit. Everyone seemed to have a good time with the mini golf, jump house, cake walk and the 

delicious food. When the sun had set the crowd migrated to the bleachers and watched the firework's 

display and after each heart pounding boom you could hear the awes and cheering. 

August we opened the bids for the street grant and selected who was going to do the work. The 

City Clerk's office was in full swing doing yearly reports. So all in all August was somewhat quiet for 

the council and I.

September we had several meetings with Smith & Company the engineering firm for the street 

grant project. The engineers went over several stacks of papers and answered any questions the council 

had. Liz was hired city clerk until a permanent one can be found. The tree limbs that were hanging over

into the roads were cut down. The budget was approved for 2015-2016 and legal signs were hung at the

city sewer lagoon outside of town. 

October the BIG month was here. It was time for some paving action. The crews rolled into 

town and it seemed as fast as they got started they were done. I asked a resident of town when was the 

last time he has seen anything like this going on and he stated “I've been here 36 years and nothing like 

this.” It goes to show If you and your cohorts have a common goal and vision and work hard at it that 

anything is possible. The Community Betterment Committee hosted their 1st annual Chili Cook off. 

Prizes were awarded and lots of chili was ate. 

November was a month to relax. Relax from all the stress and pressure of the grant. Big projects

take lots of time and effort and I'm here to tell you lot's of time and effort was put forth by all involved 

and I will ALWAYS be forever grateful for those efforts made and the time sacrificed.
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December 4th the Community Betterment Committee held their 1st annual Christmas Auction. 

Unfortunately I wasn't able to attend, but I saw pictures and was astonished. My mother told me they 

had put out over 100 chairs and it was standing room only. Christmas cheer is in the air as many homes 

are decorated for Christmas. Back in last months letter I encouraged all to spice it up a bit and decorate 

for the holidays. Everyone that done so did an amazing job. The last project the Community Betterment

Committee will be doing for 2015 is a Chili Dinner and Pictures with Santa this Saturday December 

19th from 4-8 pm at the Fire Station in Vanduser. As I write this letter the council and I have not met for 

the December meeting which will be held on Monday the 21st. I will keep you posted.

I am looking forward to seeing some great projects go from the current planning stages to 

culmination especially 1 in particular. We will talk about this major decision on Monday and I will 

report back to you soon with the results. I'm not going to tell you what I've got up my sleeve right now, 

but will in due time. This project along with other numerous ones in which the council and I have seen 

through sits patiently on my to do list that I wrote back when I became Mayor. It would tickle me pink 

if I could see or touch this vision. I gave you a hint! Did you catch it?   

As the Holiday Season is upon us, I leave you with this: While you may complain about your 

water bill, there's someone without a home or running water. While you may complain that gas is too 

high, there's someone whose only option is walking. While you complain about your significant other, 

there's someone dreaming of having a person in their life. While you complain about the food in your 

pantry, there are others praying for crumbs to eat. While you complain about the world we live in, 

there's someone who didn't wake up today to see it. You see your complaints are simply blessings to 

others. Let us all be thankful for each new day that allows us the opportunity to make a difference...

Until next year Have a Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year!

Michael W. Hargrove- Mayor 


